The Priestly Fraternity of Saint Peter

St. Michael the Archangel
1703 Jackson Street, Scranton, PA 18504
6 T H

S U N D A Y

A F T E R

P E N T E C O S T

J u ly 12 , 2 0 2 0
MASS INTENTIONS

MASS
SCHEDULE

Sunday 8:00am

12th

Sunday

Morris Godchildren –Morris family

Low Mass: 8:00am

5th Sunday after Pentecost

Sunday 10:00am

High Mass: 10:15am
Weekdays

Pro populo
Monday 7.45am

13th

Votive Mass of the Angels, IV
George Standings—Sue Gillenkirk

Mon - Thu: 7:45am
Tuesday 7:45am

14th

Friday: 6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00am

6th Sunday after Pentecost, II

St. Bonaventure, Doctor, III
Kristine Teseslko –Evelyn

Wednesday 7:45am

15th

St. Henry the Emperor, Confessor, III
Morris Children –Morris family

Thursday 7:45am

16th

DEVOTIONS
Confession

+ John McGovern Sr.—Jack McGovern
Friday 6:00pm

17th

45mins before
Weekend Masses

Saturday 9:00am

18th

Mon-Thu: After Mass

St. Camillus de Lellis, Confessor, III
Mark Perey –Evelyn

Sunday 8:00am

Saturday: 8:00am
Daily Rosary

St. Alexius, Confessor, III
George Standings—Sue Gillenkirk

Benediction
Fridays: 5:00pm

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, IV

19th

7th Sunday after Pentecost, II
Luke Seeley –Cathy Seeley

Sunday 10:15am

7th Sunday after Pentecost, II
Pro populo

Fri -Sun: Before Mass

Office Hours: Monday by appointment, Friday 9am -3pm.

St. Michael the Archangel
Bring the fullness of Christ to the emptiness of the world
1703 Jackson Street
Scranton, PA 18504

Phone: 570-961-1205
Sacramental Emergency: 570-591-1779
Website: fsspscranton.org/news
Child Abuse Hotline: 1- 800- 932- 0313

Both the Epistle and Gospel for today speak of the true fruits of the Christian life and invite us to ask ourselves what fruit we
have produced so far. “When you were the servants of sin,” says St. Paul, you brought forth the fruits of death, “but now, being made free from sin and become servants of God, you have your fruit unto sanctification.” Our sanctification should be
the fruit of our Christian life, and we must examine ourselves on this point. What progress are we making in virtue? Are
we faithful to our good resolutions?
Every Christian may consider himself a tree in the Lord’s vineyard; the divine gardener, Jesus Himself, has planted it in
good, fertile, productive ground in the garden of the Church, where it is watered by the living water of grace. He has
given it the most tender care, cut off its useless branches by means of trials, cured its diseases by His Passion and
death, and watered its roots with His precious Blood. He has taken such good care of it that He can say: “What is there
that I ought to do more to My vineyard, that I have not done to it?” (Is 5,4). After all this solicitude, one day Jesus
comes to see what kind of fruit this tree is bearing, and by its fruit He judges it, for “a good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can an evil tree bring forth good fruit.” Before the Redemption, mankind was like a wild tree which could
bring forth only fruits of death; but with the Redemption, we have been grafted into Christ, and Christ, who nourishes us with His
own Blood, has every right to find in us fruits of sanctity, of eternal life. This is why words and sighs and even faith are not
enough, for “faith... if it have not works, is dead in itself.” Works as well as the fulfillment of God’s will are necessary, because
“not everyone that says to Me ‘Lord, Lord!’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of My Father
who is in heaven.”
In the Gospel of the day, Jesus directs our attention to the “false prophets” who appear “in the clothing of sheep, but inwardly
are ravening wolves.” There are many who claim to be teachers in spiritual or moral matters, but they are false teachers because their works do not correspond to their words. It is easy, in fact, to speak well, but it is not easy to live well.
Sometimes false doctrines are offered to us, even though they may not seem false at first because they have the
appearance of truth. Thus any doctrine which, in the name of an evangelical principle, offends other doctrines is
false: for example, that which in the name of compassion for individuals does harm to the common good, or that which in the
name of charity sanctions injustice or leads to a neglect of obedience to lawful superiors. Equally false is any doctrine which
tends to make us lax, disturbs peace and harmony, or under the pretext of a greater good, brings about dissension between
superiors and subjects, or does not submit to the voice of authority. Jesus would like us to be as “simple as doves,” averse to
criticism and severe judgments of our neighbor; but He also wants us to be as “wise as serpents”, so as not to let ourselves be deceived by false appearances of good which hide dangerous snares.
Furthermore, it is not given to all to be teachers, nor is it expected of all; but of everyone—learned and ignorant, teachers
and pupils—Our Lord asks the practice of the Christian life in the concrete. What good would it do us to possess profound,
lofty doctrine if, at the same time, we should not live according to this doctrine? Before we begin to instruct others, we must
try to instruct ourselves, pledging ourselves to follow all the teachings of the Gospel in imitation of Jesus, “who began to do
and to teach.” The genuine fruit which proves the worth of our doctrine and of our life is always that indicated by Jesus: the fulfillment of His will. This fulfillment means total adherence to the laws of God and of the Church, loyal obedience to our lawful superiors, fidelity to duty—and all these in every kind of circumstance, even at the sacrifice of our own ideas and will.
(Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, Divine Intimacy)

