
“They took up stones therefore to cast at him. But Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.” 

(Jn 8:59) 

 

Dear faithful in Christ, 

 

I know many of you are anxious for your personal health and for the health of our Church at this 

time of pandemic. Some have expressed their disappointment, others their indignation, at the 

closing of churches and what they see as the cancelling of Holy Week. Nevertheless the timing 

of the announcement restricting the celebration of Holy Week can have a powerful spiritual 

significance, if we let it.  

 

This weekend we celebrate Passion Sunday, the day in which our churches are traditional 

shrouded in violet –a reference to the days Gospel (Jn 8:46-59) – when we commemorate the 

statement of Our Lord identifying Himself as Divine. “Amen, amen, I say to you, before 

Abraham was made, I AM.” (Jn 8:58). Confronted with this truth fallen men react selfishly. 

Christ’s response in the face of this incredulity is to withdraw, to hide.  

 

Is He acting in like manner now? Have we reached a point where Christ is so fed up with our 

disbelief and infidelity that He has removed Himself?  

 

Some might say it’s possible. Some might even think it’s probable given the level of indifference 

within and without the Church. This thought links Christ’s removal from the Temple to His 

removal from the Tabernacle on Holy Thursday, where, by the commemoration of His passion 

and death, we are brought to a greater appreciation of the Divine presence by foregoing Holy 

Communion on Good Friday (pre 1955 liturgy). Christ is dead because, by our sins, we have 

nailed Him to the cross. 

 

During this time of epidemic however, we must remember that Christ has promised to be with us 

until the end. “I am with you all through the days that are coming, until the consummation of the 

world.” (Matt 28:20). He has not withdrawn Himself at all. He is still here, in every tabernacle, 

waiting. Our inability to see Him, touch Him, and taste Him in the Eucharist does not mean that 

He is not present. His body, blood, soul and divinity still abide with us even when we are not 

near to witness it. More importantly the affects of His presence on earth can still be felt, even 

from a distance.  

 

To neglect this point is lose faith in Christ and in the dogma of transubstantiation. Christ is made 

present by the valid actions of His priests even without us. To act differently is to act selfishly. 

Not perhaps as the Pharisees of today’s Gospel but more like St. Peter when he, through 

misguided zeal, offers to build three tabernacles on mount Tabor. “If it pleases thee, let us make 

three arbours in this place, one for thee, one for Moses and one for Elias.” (Matt 17:4). His desire 

to possess the vision longer causes St. Peter to act inconsiderately of the Divine Plan. He has not 

understood the words of his master, the need for suffering and separation. Peter wants only his 

own good at this stage of his spiritual life and therefore is like the Pharisees. “He that is of God 

hearth the words of God. Therefore you hear them not, because you are not of God.” (Jn 8:47). 

Yet unlike the Pharisees Peters’ incredulity is not enduring.  



Moreover the time comes when Our Lord asks St. Peter to undertake the remainder of His 

earthly mission. “All authority in heaven and on earth, he said, has been given to me; you, 

therefore, must go out, making disciples of all nations.” (Matt 28:19).  

 

This great commission entrusts the Church which Christ founded to mere men; men of varying 

ability and intellect, men of character, but fallen men all the same. To these men and their 

successors is given both temporal and spiritual power to loose and to bind. For better, for worse 

the Church is theirs to guide so saith the Lord. 

 

Between the Transfiguration and the great commission is of course a period of great darkness, 

uncertainty and despair. The passion and death of Our Lord is a hammer blow to the apostles that 

lingers with them until Pentecost. It is difficult to pin down which aspect of Our Lords’ death 

featured more in the minds of the Apostles. Was it their own skin they worried about? Was it the 

future of the Church so recently created? Or was it simply the absence of their master?  

 

All are probably true but I prefer to think the latter of more import; that despite their fear of the 

Jews the apostles were more concerned with the enforced separation from the man whom they 

loved. This I know is how many of you will feel during Holy Week and beyond. The enforced 

separation from the presence of Jesus will test your resolve. Your faith in the leaders of the 

Church is already shaken and the Holy Week restrictions will seem the last straw upon the back 

of a Faith already weakened by infidelity and dishonor. We are in fact enduring the same fate as 

the apostles in the upper room; frightened, abandoned, waiting for what, we are not sure.  

 

While the presence of Christ in the world is guaranteed by His own promise our separation from 

Him hurts. We miss Him. We want to be close to Him. Yet the apostles have asked us to refrain. 

How then are we to cope with this loss? We cope by remembering that our current situation is as 

much part of the Divine plan as the Transfiguration and the Passion and that unlike St. Peter we 

understand that there must be suffering and separation. We cope by remembering that absence 

makes the heart grow fonder and that we are, in a way, living a long Good Friday waiting for the 

time when we can say again, “my Lord and my God”. We endure it by meditating upon the letter 

to the Hebrews which accompanies Mass on Passion Sunday: “For if the blood of goats and of 

oxen, and the ashes of an heifer, being sprinkled, sanctify such as are defiled, to the cleansing of 

the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ, who by the Holy Ghost offered himself 

unspotted unto God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, to serve the living God?” (Heb 

9:13). We conquer it by calling to mind the words of St. Paul to the Romans: “And if we are 

hoping for something still unseen, then we need endurance to wait for it. Only, as before, the 

Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness; when we do not know what prayer to offer, to pray as 

we ought, the Spirit himself intercedes for us, with groans beyond all utterance: and God who 

can read our hearts, knows well what the Spirit’s intent is; for indeed it is according to the mind 

of God that he makes intercession for the saints.” (Rom 8:26).  

 

 

 

 


